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“Widen the path of opportunities and continue to leave a 

powerful and positive legacy in this world." Luis Fonsi,  

Asbury Park School District Community: 

 
This is the final week of the monthlong celebration of Hispanic Heritage Month. The Asbury Park School 

District continues with our recognition of our leadership staff.  This week we taken to look at Mr. Walter Sosa, 

Buildings & Grounds Manager; Mrs. Ivelisse Brown, Assistant Business Administrator; and Mr. Perry 

Medina, Principal, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Upper Elementary School. 

 

Additionally, our students in grades fourth through twelfth will continue taking state-mandated Start Strong 

Assessments. The information that we will gather from the assessments will support our teachers with 

strategically identifying instructional goals and aligning them with the NJSLS (New Jersey Student Learning 

Standards). As has been my practice, I will continue to provide support by conducting administrative walk-

throughs have been proven to strengthen the capacity of our leaders. 

  

 Asbury Park School District is facing many of the similar challenges that our neighboring districts are with 

substitute teacher shortages. We are working Kelly Services to provide support in that area. If you know of 

anyone who is interested and meets the qualifications to become a substitute teacher or substitute 

paraprofessional please encourage him/her to apply. We have the link on our district’s website. 

 

We want to thank our students, educators, and support staff for following the safety protocols we have 

implemented that are designed to keep everyone safe. It will be nice when we do not need to worry about the 

COVID-19 virus. In the meantime, continue to wear your mask correctly, maintain your social distance, 

practice healthy habits, and get vaccinated if you're eligible. We will continue to inform parents and staff, 

within mandated guidelines, when an individual at school tests positive for the virus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hispanic Heritage Month Spotlight: Ivelisse Brown, Assistant Business Administrator 

 

Ivelisse Brown, maiden name was Figueroa. I am a Puerto Rican that was born in 

Brooklyn NY.  I was only born there, for my parents didn’t want to raise children in 

NY.  I spent my first three years of life in Puerto Rico until they decided to find a place 

out of NY.  They had a close friend that had moved to Lakewood and they decided to 

come with them and that is how we got to Lakewood.  I started head start at the age of 

four in Lakewood not knowing a word of English.  I was in Bilingual classes up until 

the 3rd grade, where they spoke to us in both languages to help us.  In fourth grade was 

my first all English class but I remember being pulled to the back of the class so they 

can help me with my reading.  I was determined then to excel in my English speaking 

and reading. 

Lakewood is where I was raised, went to school and college there as well; you can say “I’m a Piner girl”.  

Both of my parents were born and raised in Puerto Rico and both left at the age of 18 to live in the United 

States.  I’m the oldest of two, I have a brother who is 14 months younger than me.  My parents come from very 

humble beginnings and raised us the same way.  I am the first and only to have graduated high school and 

college in my little family, for both my parents did not get to finish high school let alone middle school.  I was 

fortunate that my parents sent us to Puerto Rico to spend our summers there to spend with our families and 

had the opportunity to learn my culture and bring it with us to the States. 

I met my husband, John, in high school at the age of 14 and we got married on June 12, 1997.  We have two 

children, Shantel and Antoinne.  We have one grandson and another one due in February 2022. 

What does Hispanic Heritage Month mean to me?  Well it means that we get the chance to shine, to represent 

who we really are.  I love that it is a month and not just a day.  We get to learn about other countries, their 

dishes, their music and dance and their history as well. We get to know their struggles on how they arrived to 

the United States and have a better life here for themselves and future generations.  I just love the whole thing 

about celebrating “US”. 

Hispanic Heritage Month Spotlight: Perry J. Medina, MLK Upper Elementary Principal 

 

Growing up, I remember Hispanic Heritage Month as a time to 

celebrate the traditions, music, dance, food and art of Latino 

communities. School projects would recognize a few historically-

significant Latinos, such as Roberto Clemente or Rita Moreno or 

allow us to share about the savory dishes, rhythmic beats and 

extended family which were a staple during my upbringing in a 

Puerto Rican household.  

Today, however, Hispanic Heritage Month not only celebrates the 

diverse nations, cultures and traditions whose cuisine, art and trailblazers comprise Latino heritage, but it 

also provides an opportunity to reflect on how Latinos have shaped and influenced American society. It offers 

time to recognize and honor the inherent worth of Latino traditions and values. We now delve deeper to identify 

and recognize the great moments and influential individuals from political, educational, cultural, civic and 

business spheres whose legacies have not only shaped their own communities but have also had an indelible 

impact on American culture.  



Today, we're inspired by leaders past and present who have helped move this country toward true justice and 

equity, people like labor movement leader Dolores Huerta, civil rights leaders Cesar Perales, Victor Marrero 

and Jorge Batista, trailblazing Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor and historian Arturo Schomburg, to 

name a few. We also celebrate the artists, musicians, writers, business leaders and sports figures who have 

opened doors for their fellow Latinos, people like Julia Alvarez, Raul Julia, Celia Cruz and so many more. 

Latino-led groups and movements, from the Borinqueneers and the Young Lords to the United Farm Workers 

and the League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC), have also improved the lives of millions of 

Americans - both Latino and non-Latino - throughout the country.  

As an Afro-Latino, I am heartened to see the movement toward finally recognizing the tremendous impact of 

so many great Afro-Puerto Ricans. For too long, we held up only a handful of Latinos as standard-bearers for 

the array of Latino backgrounds. They were a fairly homogenous group, heavily concentrated in artistic or 

sports groupings and mostly from Mexico, Puerto Rico or the Dominican Republic. The reality is that Latino 

culture in the United States is made up of more than 20 culturally and racially diverse national origin 

backgrounds. It's exciting to delve into the Latino people and movements that have shaped this moment in time. 

It's also energizing to witness the rise of new Latino leadership, people like AOC and organizations like United 

We Dream, whose focus is on human worth and dignity as they strive for a more just and equitable society. 

While we do so, we can enjoy the African drum traditions of Bomba y Plena music around the dinner table 

with our abuelas, tios and primos.   

Hispanic Heritage Month Spotlight: Walter Sosa, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 

 

Me llamo Walter Sosa, soy el Supervisor de Edificios y Propiedad para el 

Distrito de Asbury Park. Mis padres son de Guatemala yo naci en el Bronx, 

Nueva York. Les voy a contar que me seiento orgulloso de ser Hispano. 

Creciendo siempre pensaba que hablar espanol es algo que tenia que hacer 

porque mis padres no hablaban ingles. No fue hasta que ellos comensaron 

a ir a clases de noche para apprender ingles que me fije que me hacia falta 

hablar espanol. Poder hablar y entender dos idiomas es algo con lo que 

pocas personas pueden identificarse. 

 

Creciendo, mi mamá llenaba la casa con música hispana mientras todos hacíamos tareas todas las semanas, 

y yo lo odiaba!! Baladas de Juan Gabriel, rancheras de Vicente Fernández y marimbas. A mi padre, por otro 

lado, le encantaba escuchar a Los Beetles y cualquiera de los otros éxitos de los años 80 que todos amamos 

ahora, (aunque todavía no puedo soportar Los Beetles). Estos son los momentos que más recuerdo, 

tomándome mi tiempo barriendo los pisos y cantando "No tengo dinero" o "Caray". Pero si mi papá tenía el 

control de la música, apurándome para terminar de barrer los pisos antes de que el ponga cualquier canción 

de Los Beetles. 

Supongo que esta mezcla de diferencias moldeó mi gusto a la música. Hoy en día, escucho todo tipo de música, 

desde español hasta rock, metal y hip-hop. Si me preguntaran cuáles son mis canciones españolas favoritas 

diría que tengo varias porque cada una aporta su propia calidad pero algunas de mis favoritas son "La Venia 

Bendita" o algo un poco más lírico como "Minutos" o un clásico "La Ley Del Monte". 

Esa es un poco de mi historia y una pequeña porción de información sobre cómo mi herencia ha tenido un 

impacto en mi vida. Solo puedo imaginar las innumerables historias similares que un Distrito tan diverso 

como Asbury Park podría compartir. Cuando me veas en nuestro Distrito, saluda y hazme saber si puedes 

relacionarte con mi historia. 



My name is Walter Sosa, I am the Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds for the Asbury Park School District. 

My parents are from Guatemala, I was born in the Bronx, New York. I’ll tell you that for me there is nothing 

that gives me more pride than being diverse. I always thought that speaking Spanish is something I had to do 

because my parents couldn’t speak English. It wasn’t until they started taking night classes to learn English 

that I realized that I missed speaking in Spanish. Being able to speak, read and write in two languages is 

something few people can relate to. 

Growing up, my mom would fill the house with Spanish music while we all did chores every week and I hated 

it!! Ballads from Juan Gabriel, rancheras from Vicente Fernandez and marimbas. My dad on the other hand, 

loved listening to The Beetles and any of the other hits from the 80’s that we all love now, (still can’t stand 

The Beetles though). Those are the times I remember the most, taking my time sweeping the floors and singing 

“No Tengo Dinero”, “Caray” or if my dad had control of the music hurrying up to finish sweeping the floors 

before he put on anything by The Beetles. I guess this blend of differences molded my taste in music. Today, I 

listen to all types of music from Spanish to Rock to Metal to Hip-Hop. If you asked me what my favorite Spanish 

songs are I would say I have various because each brings its own quality but some of my favorites are “La 

Venia Bendita” or something a little more lyrical like “Minutos” or a classic “La Ley Del Monte”.  

That’s a little bit of my story and small portion of insight on how my heritage has had an impact in my life. I 

can only imagine the countless of similar stories that a District as diverse as Asbury Park would be able to 

share. When you see me in our District say Hello and let me know if you can relate to my story. 

As always, please visit our website, www.asburypark.k12.nj.us,  to learn more about events and happenings 

in the Asbury Park School District. We as a district are hypersensitive to ensuring that the health and safety 

of all students and staff remains paramount. To that end, we will continue to follow guidance from the 

Monmouth County Health Department regarding notifications about close contacts, isolation and 

quarantining. Be careful, and make sure to get vaccinated. If you are not, be sure to wear your mask. Please 

be reminded that we are collecting vaccination documents from all employees. Unvaccinated employees will 

be required to undergo testing once a week for COVID-19 beginning the week of Monday, Oct. 18, 2021.  

 

Dr. RaShawn M. Adams 

Acting Superintendent of Schools 

Asbury Park School District 

 

http://www.asburypark.k12.nj.us/

